
MASSACHUSETTS DELEGATION ASKS PRESIDENT TO APPROVE DISASTER DECLARATION

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. - The following letter was sent to President Bush today by the entire Massachusetts Congressional delegation urging the president to approve Governor Mitt Romneyís request for a disaster declaration.

  Last week, Massachusetts lawmakers urged Governor Romney to declare a state of emergency in Massachusetts due to the massive flooding that has affected Western Massachusetts and the Merrimack Valley. This week, lawmakers urged the governor to request a federal disaster declaration so that federal funds may become available to affected Massachusetts residents and communities.

  The text of the letter is below.

  October 19, 2005

  President George W. Bush
 The White House
 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
 Washington, DC 20500

  Dear Mr. President:

  We are writing to express our strong support for the federal disaster declaration request made by the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It is extremely urgent that the Commonwealth receive this declaration immediately so that flood victims will not have to wait for recovery assistance.

  Sustained, heavy rains accompanied by strong winds have battered our state for more than a week. Flooding has forced thousands of residents from their homes and caused wide-spread property damage. High winds pose an additional hazard of potentially uprooting trees, causing further damage. Already, 75 communities have reported serious flooding, including 30 which have undergone evacuations.

  Time is of the essence for a federal disaster declaration. The National Weather Service forecasts that southern New England will face another bout of significant rainfall in the coming days. Plus, temperatures are expected to fall below 30 degrees during the evening in some parts of the Commonwealth this week.

  It is vital that we provide every assurance to those families which have lost their homes during the flooding that they will not be left out in the cold, and that there is a plan in place to recover their losses. With your grant of a federal disaster declaration, families across the Commonwealth -- particularly those without any insurance -- will be able to begin the process of recovering those losses.

  Currently, a range of state and local resources are being brought to bear on this disaster. However, judging from the extent of the damage it is clear that federal assistance is urgently needed. In Springfield alone, there are estimated to be $3 million in damages. Similarly, Greenfield, one of the most heavily hit communities, anticipates significant damages. The Whittenton Pond Dam in Taunton remains perilously close to buckling, which could send a six-foot wave of flood waters into the city causing more property damage and further stressing the means of local and state first responders.

  While it will undoubtedly take time to fully recover from the flooding, families which have lost a home and those with other serious property losses deserve to have the reassurance that the federal government is at their side in their time of need. Moreover, schools, hospitals, town halls and other public facilities that may be in need of urgent and costly repairs should be a high-priority for your Administration. Therefore, we request that you issue a federal disaster declaration as soon as possible, so that the recovery process may begin in earnest.

  With respect and appreciation, and we thank you for considering this request.

  Sincerely,
 Senator Edward M. Kennedy
 Senator John F. Kerry
 Representative Edward Markey
 Representative Barney Frank
 Representative Richard Neal
 Representative John Olver
 Representative Martin Meehan
 Representative William Delahunt
 Representative James McGovern
 Representative John Tierney
 Representative Michael Capuano
 Representative Stephen Lynch
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